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The third edition of the Charleroi Métropole book is being
written at a turning point in the development of the work
underway throughout the area. It is no longer a question of
presenting architectural projects in isolation - whether
completed, under construction or being designed. It is now a
question of incorporating them into an ambitious master plan
that poses these simple questions : 2 where do | live in
Charleroi and how do | live well here 22

What would a metropolis be with an empty centre and little
visibility when you arrive 2 The answer is clear and powerfull.

The city centre has recently become the location of the major
metropolitan services. This year, the Central District is being
consolidated with the urban renewal of Ville-Haute where we
are rolling out the major Charleroi District Créatif project. No
less than euros 142 million of public investment (ERDF) is being
used to establish a convention centre, renovate the huge Palais
des expositions and reclassify a large proportion of the public
spaces in Ville-Haute. Ville-Basse will be home to the new
business area that the municipal council has recently approved.

Although a city needs a strong centre, and ours has a
remarkable historic heart to get moving again, Charleroi also
has to structure its territory to take advantage of its major
landscape and mobility infrastructure. From this point on
nothing can be considered in isolation from its context.
Charleroi's territory project, presented in this third edition, links
and gives meaning to the work conducted to date by putting it
into an overall plan that enhances the structure of the territory.
The local roots of all the projects, whether material or
immaterial, act as the cornerstone of the new chapter in the
history of Charleroi we are writing together. The development
of the city has to be within a modern approach to ensure its
people are placed back at the heart of Charleroi's political and
urban concerns.

The territory project, Charleroi District Créatif, the Left Side
Business Park business neighbourhood, the River Towers
development, all the real estate projects, the Big-Five, and the
private sector use of Charleroi's new graphic identity all
demonstrate the growing interest of public and private
developers who no longer hesitate to join the successful city
project we are leading.

Urban reconstruction is a long process that requires constant
vigilance in order to successfully navigate between our heritage
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and the hoped-for driving force for future projects. Charleroi
has to offer the fluidity of an up-to-date metropolis by
responding to the key urban issues of mobility, the usability of
public spaces, proximity to green spaces, housing adapted to
city life and, in the territory, organizing major metropolitan
services and recreating fitting, strong landscapes.

The projects are moving forward. We hope this book will act as
the messenger for a city that is working hard to rise up again
and assert itself ; a city whose destiny is to once again become
a good place fo live.

It is progressing, it is visible, and we are living it.

The book is available at the Hétel de Ville of Charleroi and can
be downloaded.
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