Concours

CALL | BELGIAN PAVILION
BIENNALE ARCHITETTURA 2020
For the Belgianpavilion at the Biennale Architettura 2020 in
Venice, the Flanders ArchitectureInstitute invites architects,
urban planners, designers, researchers, criticsand artists to
develop an exhibition concept that responds to the theme
ofmemory as a design studio.
Memory as adesign studio
Both open space and raw materials are rapidly dwindling. The
era of theirunfettered consumption is a thing of the past. It is
increasingly important,therefore, to treat the existing situation
with the utmost care. This is afundamental reversal of the
mindset that governed architectural training andpractice in the
20th century. After a century of unbridled thinking
aboutprogress, it is clear that architecture as a discipline needs
to be reviewed.It calls for a redefinition of the basic principles
of the design, in which theexisting and accumulated knowledge
are brought into sharper focus. This newdirection manifests
itself at every scale level: from the design narrative andchoice
of materials to urban planning figures and landscape design.
The frameof reference for new designs is formed by the history
of landscapes and places,of building and design traditions,
and of materials and ideas. The memorybecomes a design
studio.
TheBelgianpavilion at Biennale Architettura 2020
We are looking for a project that presents the theme of
‘memory as a designstudio' in an innovative way within an
exhibition, and which also possesses anintegral vision on
sustainability. In this way, the project will showcase formsof
sustainability that run across generations and in which the
present, pastand future of places are interconnected. Different
perspectives are possible:from adaptive re-use, architectural
history as a raw material and as an appliedscience, critical
restoration, weiterbauen and circular building to
urbanplanning and landscape design that focuses on the
longue durée of places. Weare interested in strategies that deal
with the frayed reality as a rawmaterial, with intellectual history,
immaterial meaning, materials, the spatialand historical
context, the fabric, and with the underlying historical layersof
the landscape. The most innovative practices are often a
combination of allthese strategies, and we suspect that they are
the result of new collaborationsbetween designers, clients,
users, construction companies, developers andpublic
authorities. Projects outside the usual frameworks provide us
with thecourage and ability to move towards new horizons.
Convinced of the value ofmemory in sustainable working
practices, we ask how we might write a story ofthe future that is
interwoven with the deeper underlying history.
The narrative ofthe project must be strongly substantiated and
elaborated both theoreticallyand conceptually. At the same
time, it should appeal to visitors in a directway, with a strong
visual and tangible installation in the Belgian pavilion.The
message of the exhibition must be immediately readable or
experienceable,while a more in-depth visit to the pavilion will
tell an innovative story inwhich the question of memory as a
design studio is examined and presented in aninspiring way.
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This call isaimed at multidisciplinary teams that approach the
topic in all its variedfacets. The selected entry will be closely
followed-up by the FlandersArchitecture Institute during the
development of the concept.
The assessmentcommittee responsible forthe selection of the
winning candidates comprises: Sofie De Caigny (Director of the
Flanders Architecture Institute) Leo Van Broeck (Flemish
Government Architect) Jan Vermassen (Board of Directors,
the Flanders Architecture Institute) Vlad Ionescu (Architecture
and Art, Hasselt University) Hera Van Sande (Artistic leader,
Archipelago) Mechthild Stuhlmacher (Korteknie
Stuhlmacher Architecten) Nina Serulus (Design Consultant,
Flanders Architecture Institute)
Competition schedule Phase 1 |Open call
Call for a concise vision text and one illustration. The text
and the image provide information about the substantive
focus and the exhibition concept with a clear reference to the
theme of memory as a design studio.
&#9658;SUBMIT YOUR PROJECT HERE
Deadline Phase 1: 25 August2019
Phase 2 |Closed competition, September - October 2019
The assessment committee will select three teams and invite
them to participate in ‘phase 2'. The teams will create a
detailed exhibition concept.
Deadline phase 2: 13 October 2019
Phase 3 | Execution, November 2019 - May 2020
Selection of the winner, who will present their proposal in
the Belgian pavilion at the 17th Biennale Architettura, and
the commencement of the production process.
Opening of the pavilion on 21 May 2020

The submission for ‘phase 1' comprises:
•A short document with a text that clearly explains your
proposal in amaximum of 1,500 words on two sides of A4
paper, written in Dutch and/orEnglish.
• One illustration (sketch, photo, collage, ...) that servesas a
visual interpretation of the concept.
• Three concise references/projects that contextualise
therelevant expertise and skills.
&#9658;PDFformat A4 portrait or landscape, max 5MB, max.
5 pages, min. 72 dpi
The text must contain: a clearly formulated vision of the
broad significance of memory as a design studio. an indication
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of the concrete angles of approach (architectural, urban
planning, landscape, socio-cultural, historical and visual)
with which it is associated. the focus to which you respond
within the broadly formulated theme. an image that shows
how this vision will be communicated in a powerful
exhibition. a clear description of the team and the disciplines
that will be involved therein. an indication of who will take
primary responsibility for the project and the provision of a
central contact point for the Flanders Architecture Institute.
It is important to point out how, in an interesting and
hopefullyunconventional way, through reflection and creation,
you will arrive at astrong exhibition.
The assessment criteria are: the clarity of the vision and its
contemporary relevance and strength. the artistic and visual
power of the proposal vis-à-vis its translation into a strong
scenography. the composition of a team in which both
design strength and reflection are present in an innovative way.
Publication

03/07/06

Deadline

25/08/19

Lieu

Ca’ Giustinian, San Marco 1364/A - 30124 Venice

Site Internet

https://www.vai.be/en/news/call-belgian-pavilion-biennale-arc
hitettura-2020
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